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CLEAN CHIT

IIM Ahmedabad may
soon have a Harvard
academic heading it,
thanks to a new liber-
alised selection
process. But at least
one procedure was not
dispensed with in the
excitement to appoint
Prof Asish Nanda. The

HRD Ministry carried
out routine vigilance and background checks on him.

The ministry sought the views of the Harvard Law
School on Nanda's career and whether he had in-
dulged in any kind of academic impropriety. The Har-
vard Law School, itis learnt, has promptly responded
assuring the ministry that it had nothing adverse
against Nanda.
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4-yr prog ready for
launch: HRD min

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

P-6

New Delhi: The HRD ministry on Friday told the
Rajya Sabha that Delhi University is fully prepared
tolaunch the four-year undergraduate programme
(FYUP). In a written reply minister of state for
HRD, Shashi Tharoor said the FYUP has been ap-
proved by an overwhelming majority at the Aca-
demic Council.

However, sources said the minister’s reply does
not mean HRD ministry cannot request the univer-
. 8ity to put the new programme on hold for a year.
- “We have received a detailed note from a group of
- teachers. It is being examined. Apart from various
issues, the note also raises some legal questions. It
is being examined. The ministry has not made up
itsmind yet,” a source said.

Leaders of various political parties have also
been approached by dissenting teachers and on
Thursday many of them attended a public function
ontheDelhi University campusagainst themoveto
rush through the four-year course from this aca-
demic session.

Sitaram Yechury, CPM leader in Rajya Sabha,
has also given a notice for calling attention motion
on the serious situation arising out of the new pro-
posal in DU that was established by an act of Parlia-
ment. He has said FYUP has been introduced
against the nationwide system of 10+2+3. Yechury
alsomet HRD minister MM Pallam Raju on Friday.
He told the minister that dissenting teachers are
some of the most eminent in their field and would
not protest without a vdlid argument.

Tharoor’s reply reiterated what DU has been
claiming about the FYUP. The minister said FYUP
aims at imparting holistic knowledge, which cuts
across the domains of traditional courses, as well
as including skills and value addition. It requires
students of all disciplines to undertake certain
mandatory courses to meet the needs and challeng-
es of the modern society and the nation.
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VC’s open letter draws
flak from teachers

Manash Pratim Gohain | Tnn

New Delhi: Within hours of the DU
vice-chancellor’s open letter to teach-
ers was put up on the website, the
claims made in it are being interpret-
edasliesand a desperate attempt todi-
vert attention from the growing con-
cern about “the methods used to
implement the radical reforms”.

Dinesh Singh, in his “Vice-Chan-
cellor’s Open Letter to Teachers”, has
acknowledged Dyal Singh
College’s demand for more
teachers due to increased
workload, though the col-
lege’s staff council is yet to
finalize the workload under
the four-year undergradu-
ate degree programme.

His attempt to link pro-
fessorship in colleges to the

four-year structurehasalso Dinesh Smgh

However, the staff council of the
collegehassaid: “The present meeting
of the staff council was called to send
the workload under FYUP to the uni-
versity for consideration. The VC's
open letter gives the impression that
the workload has been already com-
municated. Consequent to the princi-
pal’s clarification that no workload
from the college till now has been sent
to the university, the council con-
demns the VC for wrongly indicating
the college’s position.” The
motion was unanimously
adopted with one dissent
vote from the principal.

Dismissing the letter as
a desperate attempt to mis-
| guide teachers across the
colleges and the depart-
ments, many teachers
slammed the letter as a
mere “public posturing”.

been slammed by teachers
who say this policy is actually UGC’s

“regulations on minimum qualifica-
tions for appointment of teachers and
other academic staff in universities
and colleges and measures for mainte-
nance of standards in higher educa-
tion”, issued in June 2010.

The VC claims that Dyal Singh, af-
ter a detailed calculation of workload,
hasidentified 11 new positions in addi-
tion to the existing permanent and ad-
hoc teaching positions and “that the
college shall be seeking our permis-
sion to create these 11 new regular
teaching positions”.

- “Why is the VC linking
appointments to four-year structure
and workloads? Irrespective of three
or four years, 4,000 permanent posi-
tion vacancies are to be filled and it’s

definitely in bad taste to link them,”

said executive council member Abha
D Habib.

“Colleges are finding it extremely
difficult, if notimpossible, tocalculate
workload, given the complete lack of
clarity on so many questions such as
class size, tutorials, curriculum of
foundation courses, re-appropriation
of seats, allocation of workload of
IMBH and CA,” added Habib.
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HT Lucknow

‘et your research work
patented to stop duplication’

HT Correspondent

® |koreportersdesk@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW: Merely doing research
is not enough. Even if there is
little possibility, get it patented
and here is where the council for
science and technology can help
with its free of charge facility.

Sharing what all the council
does on the occasion of World
Intellectual Property Day on
Friday, MK.J Siddiqui, direc-
tor, Council of Science and
Technology UP said researchers
could get help to know whether
their research work is worth a
patent or not.

“If the work is worth a patent,
we also guide the researcher
how to get a patent so that the
work is not stolen or duplicat-
ed without permission,” said
Siddiqui.

For getting the facility, the
scholars need to come up with
complete research work and
its result.

The result is then evaluated
by a team of experts who also
find if similar results have been
derived in any part of the world
through any other research
work.

This is done with the help
of a software. Once convinced
that the work is original, the
team members explain steps
for patent.

The council also organised
a seminar on the occasion of
World Intellectual Property Day
where eminent scholars shared
their ideas.

Director of Dr Ram Manohar
Lohia Institute of Medical
Sciences Dr MC Pant was the
kev speaker.
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Admn to help In

IIT-1 land transfer

PROGRESS Construction will start soon, says director

Amrita U Kadam

® amrita.kadam@hindustantimes.com

INDORE: Long-stuck land issue of
Indian Institute of Technology
Indore (IT'T-I), to set up its per-
manent campus at Simrol, now
seems to be getting resolved after
divisional commissioner Sanjay
Dubey extended his help in facili-
tating the smooth handing over
of land.

Dubey met II'T- I director
Pradeep Mathur on Friday to
discuss the issue in detail.

HT hadhighlighted inits report
‘Lot to cover for snail-paced II'T’
on April 17 that the land acquisi-
tion at Simrol was being dragged
due to interference of some
‘unruly elements’ who had cre-
ated hurdles preventing II'T-I to
complete itsboundary wall. II'T-1
director had also mentioned that
he expected support from the
local authorities to speed up the
project. His request seemsto have
now reached thelocal administra-
tors who have now come forward
to address the issue.

When HT contacted Mathur
after the meeting, he said, “We
are coming to a stage where the
construction would start soon. We
will have many more meetings for
work coordination. The meeting
went very well and the things are
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IIT Indore was one of the eight new IITs that were set up
during the 11th Five- Year Plan period (2007- 12) and for
last four years since its inception in 2009 it has been
operating from IET campus of DAVV and one building at
PACL campus - both at a distance of nearly 20 km.

On its ‘temporary campus’ last year IIT-1 spent nearly Rs
3 crore on rented college building, hostel facility and bus
transportation and these expense grows every year.

moving faster now.”

Talking in praise about the local
authorities he said, “They are
assisting us in every aspect and
we are looking forward to start
the project soon.”

For last four years II'T-I had
been struggling to acquire the
501 acres allotted toit.

Till now, only a half-done 200
meters of a wall has been put
up, as the forest that falls under
the allotted land area, cannot be

covered till the required forest
clearance is done.

Nearly, 70 acres of the 19¢&
acres of the forest area, which
falls under IIT-I land, is stuck
in file work. Also, some of the
land portion in the front part of
the campus has also not been
fenced yet as there were disputes
at the local level. Despite several
attempts the divisional commis-
sioner could not be contacted
for a comment.



